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chacg of the chks Act

100 Years of Restoring
America’s [ orests




Onc of the great consequences of the ch,és Act /s that the
pu[)//’c in the castern ( Jnited States is still so tﬁoroug/%/y
cngag@d with these forests 100 years [ater: F cop/c see their
lves intertwined with the [orest Service and with the lands the
agency manages. 7 his //v/ng, 6/7c/ur/hg connection was a g/}[t to
future generations that could not have been 1'mag/hcc/ when the

Act was passca/. 7
- C har M/’//er, /%Storfan

March 1,2011

[ormore chks Act /'m[ormat/on, visit
www.fs.fed. us//a 170// sta/f/ weeks-act




As Natural Resources Gio,
So (Goes the Nation

" [ he conservation of natural resources is the fundamental
prob/@m. (//n/css we solve that /oroé/cm, it will avail us little

to solve all others.”

— T/wsoc/orc K oosevelt

Fo”owing the Civil War, trees fed the voracious aPPetite of
growing cities. Timbcr Production became a modern and

high15~spccializcd imdustry. Lumbcrxcueled the growtlﬂ of the
young country into a world power, with industrial egiciencg, a
nation~5panning network of railroads, and an emerging middle

class.

DesPite America’s rise to power, Finc{ing work and Fcccling a
gamily was a c}esperatc struggle for many. Mi”ions moved off
the land and into northern industrial cities in search onobs,
inclucling former slaves with freedom but no land... and

Europcan immigrants searcl'ling for new life in a new land.

Meanwhile, large timber companies cut all the trees in an area

and moved on. [ or towns whose livelihood relied on the




indus’crg, relocation of operations meant the town’s decline and

Possiblc death.

Lumberjac‘(s left mountains strewn with debris. [ire roared
tlﬁrouglﬁ dead stumps, clrg branches, and scrub brush,
devastating hundreds-of- thousands of acres ecach year. Rains

cloggecl streams with croding soils and fed devastating floods.

T he enormous size of the inc{ustrg raised the Possibilitg that it
would cut over the Nation’s woodlands, icaving notl'ling of

value to replace the once~majes’cic Pine forests.

A number of conservation organizations Pushed forforest
conservation in the I~ ast, such as the Socictg for the
FrotcctiOH of New T_‘]ampshire [orests and the Ap/oa/ac/ﬁan
Mountain (Jub.

America’s first trained forester, (sifford Finchot, advocated
the art of Proc{ucing from the forest whatever it can 51’61& for
the service of man,” and coined the term conservation ethic as

aPPlied to natural resources.

He became the first Cl—u’emc of the [orest Scrvice in 1905, with
aut]—\oritﬁ over the ncw]ywenamec’ National Forests. [Jis work
with Fresident Theoclore Kooscvelt established a framework
to protect the West from the devastation experiencccl on
Eas’cern lands.




[~ ven these extraorclinarg accomp]ishments, however, did not
restore trees to the barren, Privatelg~owncd lands east of the
MississiPPi. Major forest fires continued while soil erosion

and Floocling intensified.

More and more citizens demanded Protection even as Hcdgling
agencies looked for oppor’cunitics to restore the land.
conservation organizations demanded Protection of the
remaining forests and to restore the cut-over lands. Thcg
initia”y focused on New England and the southern
APPalachians, but suPPor’c soon grew in other areas.

Theg overcame the strong objections of SPeaker of the
Housc, Joe Cannon, who felt the country should not

‘ « ”
aPPrOPrlatC one cent ]COF SCCﬂCr}j.

Cannon asked Massachusetts Keprescntativc Jo}‘m W
Wecks to ﬂoor~manage arevised bill that focused on the
nav{gab///iy of rivers and interstate commerce, and the Weeks

Act Passec{ on March I,1911.

Tl’le Act gave the [Torest Service autlﬂoritg to Purchase
Private land for Pub]ic forests for the very first time, making it
Possib]e to create forests in the [~ ast. | he Actalso
Promoted cooperation between the Forest Service and state

and Private Forest owners.

The result was America’s ghct to the world: nothing less than
the Promisc and the realitg of Public forests and public service.
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T hese forests, like the Act itself, were created at the
insistence of citizens, and with the consent of states and local
governments. This success stands as a monument to their
vision, their courage, their initiative, and their abilitg to create

the social wi”ingness to address one of the biggest crises of

their time.
e —




Surnmary of the chks Act

L I

5cction i: Agreement between the Ur\ited States and

several States for the purpose of conscrving the forests and

water suPPIg of the States.

Section 2: Appropriation of $2 million for fire Protection in
watershecls, Provided that the State has aPProPriated an
equivalent amount for a system of forest fire Protec’cion for the

same fiscal year.

Scction 3: Appropriation of $ 1 million for fiscal year 1910,
and $2 million peryear thcreaﬁ:er, until 1 915, for examination,

survey, and acquisition of lands.

Scction 4 Estab]ishéd a Congressional Nationa] Forest

Reservation Commission.

Section 5: Required areport from the (Commission to
Congrcss.

Sc:ction 6: Required the Secrctarg of Agriculture to make
recommendations and Provicle reports on lands to acquire,
inclucling an examination by the (Jnited States Geological
5urv6:9.
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Section 7: Authorized the Secretarg of Agriculture to
Purchasc land with the consent of State Legislatures.

5cction 8: Requirecl that land titles were satisFactory to the
(nited States Attomeg (General and vested in the (Jnited

Statcs.

Section 9: Details regarcling the authorization and title to
land, reserving some timber and mineral rights to sellerif

sPcciFiccl in conveyance.

Scction 10 Rc~sale of small tracts of agricu]tura] land
inaclvcrtcnt!g included in federal Purchasc.

Scction 11: Fermanentlg reserved as National f:orests.

Section 12: Statejuris&iction Preserved except for

Punishment of federal offenses.

Section 13: [Tive percent of funds received from each forest
allocated to State for schools and roads in the counties

involved.

Section 14: $25,000 appropriatc& for expenses of

Commission .
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Fulfi“ing the Promise
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I oranﬂtﬁlhg worth /7av/ng,, one must pay the /r.)r/'cc.
777@ Prfcc /s a/ways Woné, pa tience, /ovc, self~sacrifice -
no paper currency, no Iorom/'scs to pay,

but the go/d of real service.”
— Jo/m Burrougﬁs
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The Weeks Act requirecl that a State had to pass enabling
legislation before any land could be acquired within its

boundaries. Appropriations had to be obtaincd, staffs
clevelopecl and trained, and po]icies and sageguards put into
place. Erxabling legislation from the States often requirecl
approva] from various state entities. Tl’xc Forest Service also
made policg to obtain the approva! of county officials before

any land was acquirecl within itsjuriscliction.

The Weeks Act also established a Congressional
(ommittee, the National [Torest Reservation (Commission, to
screen any proposccl Furchase (Jnits and any subsequcnt

purchases.

Bg March 27,1911, Henrg Graves, Cl’lié{: of the Forest
Service, submitted 13 propose& purchase units to the

National [orest Conser\/ation Commission for approval‘
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Theg aPProved i1 of these units, located in the White
Mountains of New Eng!anc{ and in the southern

APPalaclﬁians.

Mang more Furchase Units were established over the next 18
years. Over half of the new National [Torests were
established cluring the (Great Dcpression. Owncrs were
eager to selllands that had been cut-over and farmed out.
Local Publics were delighted to see National f:orests
established nearbg because theg wanted to bring federal
investment to their area, a]ong with a better land conservation

ancl a PU}DIIC lancl }3856 {:OF a” ti"l@ PCOPIC.

Tl"IC creation of these Na’cional [Torests was a wonderin itself.
Howevcr, thcjob hadjust begun forthe [Torest Service.
Most of these lands had been cut over, burned over, or farmed
out. [Torthe first time in its short historg, the Agencg now had
the rcsponsibilitg of restoring entire forested ecosystems

across Iaﬂdscapcs. T}'IC WOF!( iﬂCIUClC&:

° cstab]ishing effective fire control,

. stabilizing eroding areas,

® re-vegetating areas where fire and storms had removed
much of the toPsoil,

° P]anting trees,

. introducing ProFessional Forestrg Prac’cices,

. clea]ing with trespass,




° contro”ing wild hogs,

. imProving access to Public lancls,

® creating and managjing recreation Facili’cics,

° conducting inventories, and

° cleveloping management P!ans for the resources and

associated infrastructure.

Agreat many agencies, organizations, and individuals he]Pecl
with this effort. One of the most effective in imProving the
condition of these Pub]ic lands was the Civilian (Conservation
Corps of the Great DePression. Theg Plantecl trees, solved
erosion Problems) constructed recreation Facilities) roads,

briclgcs, clams, and imProvcd fire Figl’lting effectiveness.

Oﬂé hundred years later, 26 Eastem Statcs are home to 52
National [Torests and one National Ta”grass Frairic,
encompassing 25,462,914 acres. Theg include a mgriad of
forested environments ranging from the Whitc Mountains of
New Hampshirc to the lakes of northern Minnesota, from the
hardwood forests of the southern Appa]acl—vians to the pineg
woods of the coastal P]ain] and the mixed Pine and hardwood
forests of the Fiedmont.

“It js 51’mp\/9 service that measures success.”

— Geog@ Wasﬁlh‘gfon Carver
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Public Benefits from Public Forests
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“ 7—/7656 lands are our fands — all the lands that most

of us will ever own. | hese lands are ours toc/aﬂ and
our children’s in years to come. Such a bi’r‘f/w{g/ﬁ
stands alone in all the earth.”

——Jacé Ward 7—/70/7735

T here are now 132 Congressiona”g«lcsignated Wilderness
areas where there was once stumps and debris. | here are 34
National Wild and Secenic Rivers, 9 National Recreation
Avreas, 16 (3ame Rc{:uges and Wildlife Frescrves. Tl’xcre are
over 27,000 miles of lﬁiking trails, more than 3,700 deve]opc(ﬂ
recreation sites, and over 5% million recreation visits to these

castern Nationa] f:orésts annua”g.

Timber is once more a Product from the forests of the [” ast.
Streams that were dcgraded and choked with silt now flow with

c]ear, clean, hig!‘vqualitg water.

Many municiPa] water suPP]ies clcpend on National [Torest
watersheds for a stable source of clean water for their
communities. Wilc”hcc habitats were re-established and

managed. Those who hunt and fish now enjoy some of the
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best outdoor cxpcricnces in the [ ast, now that game and fish
have returned to many O)C thcsc cooPerativelg managcd

habitats.

Numerous organizations expand the scope and reach of the
National FMorests through programs administered under land

use Pcrmits from the [Torest Service.

As more Americans move into once-rural areas, the presence
of ]argc Public forests become increasing]g important as P!accs

of rcspite and re-creation.

Today, Statc and Frivate Forcstrg programs Provide forest
management assistance and expértise to avariety of
landowners — inclucling small wooc”ot, tribal, state, & federal —
through cost-effective, non~regulator9 Par’cnerships. The
State and Frivate Foréstry Brancl’x is also responsib]c for

conservation education and urban Forestrﬁ assistance.

Tl’le Rcsearch and Deve]opmcnt Branc}w Provides benefits to
society bﬁ deve]oping and communicating the scientific
information and techno]ogg needed to manage, Protect, use,

and sustain the natura! resources oF Forest anc{ range land




Thc Futurc of Conservation
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“ We are the architects of our own fortune

and the hewers of our own a’cstfnﬂ. ”

— Gcor:gc Wasﬁlhgton Carver

“Jf. everyone is moving forward togct/mr,

then success takes care of jtself”

— /‘/@nrﬂ f: ord

One decade into the 21 Cen’curg, Americans face
cha”enges as daunting as any faced }35 Giifford Finchot,
Tl’lcodore Rooscvelt, and Jol’m WCC!(S 100 years ago.
Todag’s complcx cha”cnges include climate changc, water
qua]itﬁ, and comPlex ]ancLownershiP Pattems,Just to mention a
few. Thesc issues demand the same vision, courage, and
initiative that drove creation of the \Weeks Act, inc]uc{ing
creation of a common social wi“ingness to act on a cause that is

}Diggcr than individual differences.

No single person or organization has the expertisc, know]edge,
Funding) or authority to solve these Cha”enges. The issues are

bigger than any of us, but theg are notbigger than aflof us.
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T hat means crossing boundaries and bridging divides — urban
and rura], black and wlﬁite, rich and poor, left and right —
wor‘(ing togcther to become bigger in who we are as individuals

and organizations.

That may be difficult to Picture, given the current social
inccluitics and Po]itical schisms. Put the same could be said of
the corporate monopoliesJ government graFt, Po]itica! divisions,
racial strhce, and struggle for women’s sugrage in John Weeks’
time. Finchot, Rooseve!t, and Weeks couldn’t Possib]g know
the impact of their work at the time, and yet, thcg worked
toward what theg knew was right.

And soitisforeach of us. \We each have an imPact on the
worlcl, and the only question is, “Wha’c will that imPact be?”

As at any turning Point in history, whenever Pcople step
forward and take their Place in the wor]d, it comes to this:
oréinarg People, doing Cxtraordinar3 tl—vings — togethcn with
nothing but their cl’waracter, vision, and courage -~ creating the

social wi“ingness to take on the cha”enges of the daﬁ.
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“[_/ve your beliets

and you can turn the world around.”

—_ f 7’@/7@ Pa vid Tﬁorcau




APPcndiX A= Weeks ACt Naﬁonal Forcsts
in the [ ast & Midwest

L

State | Year |nitial Name Forestin 2011
1908 Marquette [Hiawatha
i909 Mic}wigan [Hiawatha & [uron
1928 }_‘luron f“luron

[Hiawatha [Hiawatha*
Ml | 1931
Ottawa Ottawa*
19%8 Manistee Manistee
1945 Fluron Huron-Manistee*
Manistee
, Clark Clark
|
777 Mark T wain Mark T wain
Mark wain
1952 T Mari(Twain
MO Clark
1962 Mark T wain Mark T wain
Clark Clark
ark T wain
1969 M Cl;]:k Mark T wain*
1908 Minnesota
hi ’
MN 1928 CHiPPewa C 'ppeva
1909 Superior Supcr‘ior"




State | Year |nitial Name Forestin2011
VT i9%2 MGrec}:n/ Gireen Mountain-~
ountain
P k *
NY 1935 Finger Lakes ]:mgcr La e
Nicolet Nicolet
1955
Chequamegon Chequamegon
Wi
] Chequamegon Chcquamcgon—-
792 Nicolet Nicolet*

IN [Hoosier [Hoosier
OH lo5 1 \/\/agne Wagne
OH \/\/agne W H )

ayne-| Joosier
& lN r“]oosier J
OH Wagnc Waync*
1994

&N Hoosier Hoosicr*

IL 19%9 SHawnee Shawncc*

h,
;\[\lj;— 1918 M\i)vu;:in White Mountain®

FA 192% A”eghcng A"cghcng*

WV 1920 Monongal—]ela Monongahcla*

*Bold lettering indicates the name of the unitin 201 1.




APPcndix B:
Weeks Act National [Forests in the Sout

Alabama o Ho”9 Springs

e Bankhead (William B.) ° Tombigbee

e (onecuh North Carolina

(] Ta”aclega ° Croatan
Arl(ansas o Nantaha]a

e Quachita ° Fisgah

o Ozark-St. [rancis o (Jwharrie
Florida Oklahoma

° Apa]achicola e Quachita

e (cala South Caroiina

° Osceo]a e [Trancis Marion~5umter
Gcorgia T ennessee

(] Chattalﬁoochcc ° Cl’wcrokce
Kcntucky Tcxas

° Danie] Boone ° Angelina
| _ouisiana ° Davy Crockett

o Kisatchie e Sabine
MississiPPi e Sam [Jouston

e Bienville Virginia

° Dc]ta ° Gcorgc Washing’con~

e De SOtO Jeﬂcerson




APPcndix @
Additional Weeks Act Purchase (nits
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]n the Westcrn Urxited States, Weeks Act Purchases
contributed to over 50 National Forests and Grass]ands in

i1 states.

“Inn the /Ol'g run, /DCO/D/C hit on{g what f/mﬂ aim at.
T/zcrczfore, t/reﬂ had better aim at somct/n'ng /igﬁ ”

— / 7’@/7@ Pa vid Tﬁoreau

“/asé you to /orofft from mistakes made elsewhere...
and that gou Jeave your fand as a Acr/’tagc to your CA/]C/I‘CI?,

/}7crcascc/, and not /mpa/rea/ in value.”

— 7—/760010/‘6 ¢ ocosevelt
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